Workshop Abstracts
Ethics in Victim Services (Vermilyea)

“Ethics is a way of teaching you how to live as though you were one with the other” Joseph Campbell.  This workshop will clarify the NASW Core Values and Ethical Principles; what constitute the NVASC Ethical Standards for Victim Assistance Providers; purpose of ethical standards for victim assistance professionals; relationships and boundaries; and ethical decision making model.  This workshop is designed to provide direct service providers with the tools to establish appropriate boundaries and work with diversity while fostering better service delivery.  The power model will set the tone for nearly all interactions.

Continuity of Operations Planning for Victim Assistance Program (Tyiska)

Emergencies are unplanned events that can cause significant injury, or even death, to employees, customers, or the public, disrupt or close down operations, cause physical or environmental damage, or harm the organization’s public image.  A continuity of Operations Plan (COOP) addresses emergencies from an all hazards approach.  The Plan is designed to establish policy and guidance to ensure the execution of mission essential functions and to direct the relocation of personnel and resources to an alternate facility capable of supporting operations.  This workshop will outline the procedures and components of a COOP.
Sexual Assault On Campus: A Model Program (Monahan-Kreishman; Fisher; Liccardo)
Sexual assault impacts one in four college women—plus their friends, family, and partners. Taking social action by developing an interdisciplinary team approach will be the focus of this discussion from a practitioner’s perspective. This session will allow participants to learn from an exemplary on-campus program. An innovative program developed at the University of Maryland, College Park.  The University of Maryland, College Park, takes a two-part approach to sexual assault on campus—Prevention and Victim Services.  Come hear a history and overview of the programs during the morning session.  Return for a discussion on developing and broadening programs in the afternoon.  Discussion focusing on prevention of sexual violence with specific at-risk populations on college campuses, such as minority groups, women with disabilities, and international students, is also included.
Trauma and Addiction (Vermilyea)

This workshop will identify what is “at the intersection of Addiction and Trauma”.  It will clarify the relationship between PTSD and Addictions.  Other Addictions will be identified and explained.  It will explain the prevalence, risk, psychosocial explanation, and biological vulnerability to addiction. Information will be provided to enhance participants’ ability to conduct an assessment of self harm and addictive behaviors.  Participants will be given common strategies for decreasing resistance behaviors.  Substance Abuse Programs and treatment models will be discussed.  Participants will learn the treatment for both conditions using an integrated therapy model.

Emergency Succession Planning for Victim Services Programs (Tyiska)

This workshop will help a nonprofit organization recognize  that planning for unplanned or temporary leadership change is a best practice—in line with other plans nonprofits regularly complete (e.g., strategic plan, communications plan, fundraising plan).  An Emergency Succession Plan can bring order in a time of turmoil, confusion and high-stress.

Understanding and Supporting Traumatized Children (Vermilyea)

This workshop will focus on how to decode behavior and address the needs of traumatized children.  Vermilyea will identify stressors facing teens, explain normal development and discuss signs of depression, anxiety, posttraumatic stress, and suicidality.  Responses to extreme distress and misdiagnosis will be identified and discussed.  Participants will be given tools and the three steps in crisis management to enhance their ability to support distressed children.

Broken Windows and Terrorism (Medaris) 
Abstract: Acts of terror do not spontaneously combust. Terror cells, home-grown and foreign, do not act in isolation. Invariably, there are identifiable, readily discernible activities and behaviors that precede an attack. In this session, participants will learn the preoperational stages of an act of terror by planning an attack and then apply "broken windows" to prevent it. Concrete, realistic examples, drawn from previous attacks in the United Kingdom and elsewhere, will be discussed to illustrate the importance and relevance of prevention in the war on terror. Participants will also receive BJA's new Communities Against Terror program.  This program contains industry-specific checklists and warning signs that can be used to prevent businesses and service providers from unknowingly assisting an act of terror.
Property and Financial Crimes (Doh)
This interactive workshop will give an overview of the various property crimes and their impact on victims. Through discussion and case scenarios, the presenters will take a close look at some of the risk factors and the link between property and violent crimes. Participants will learn practical solutions and best practices to assist victims of property crimes.
Grant Fraud Awareness (Dieffenbach)
This workshop will provide insights into the three most common administrative and criminal misuses of federal grant funds and the indicators that funds may be lost to fraud.  Grantees will gain insight into how to prevent such problems from occurring and grant managers, monitors, and others will learn how they can more effectively monitor funds to ensure they are used for their intended purpose. 

Plenary & Luncheon Topics

Stressed/Desserts (Dewitt)

Designed to leave each one with a positive vie of themselves.  To leave each one with thought-provoking ways and skills for turning life’s most stressful situations into sweet nothings.  To feel excited about life, regain energy and adapt new perspectives for dealing with life’s difficult situations.  You will be better equipped to help others as you learn to take care of yourself.  You will learn how to avoid overloads that lead to burn-outs.  Dewitt combines a wealth of experience presenting to private, public and non-profit groups and draws from an incredible history of coping with personal tragedy.  She employs a proven, step-by-step method for stress management, which she presents with a lighthearted, humorous flair.  Feel excited about life!  Regain your energy!  Adapt new perspectives for dealing with difficult situations!  Let Dewitt help you identify the sources of pressure in your life and utilize common-sense, practical principles for dealing with them.  She promises a presentation you won’t ever forget—one that’s sure to leave your life changed.
Managing Vicarious Trauma and Burnout (Vermilyea)

This workshop will provide information on how to sustain your enthusiasm, prevent burnout, and maintain wellness.  The speaker will identify psychological and social stressors and link stress to wellness.  Participants will learn how to rate their level of emotional exhaustion, depersonalization, and personal accomplishment.  Participants will be given tips on how to manage stress and provided steps to take to avoid or minimize stress, vicarious trauma and burnout.
Statewide Automated Victim Information and Notification (SAVIN) (Bell)

.  

